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THE HILLS HAVE IRON
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Or, they used to. We visit Bukit Besi, Terengganu, a _former mining town that was once rich in ARTICLES
iron ore. —
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Up in Terengganu lie hills of iron, from a time long ago when the state’s economy bloomed from iron rush,

prosperous miners and the myth of hidden gold.

10 Brands Founded By
Malaysians

The Petronas Twin Towers, beautiful
tropical islands, and nasi lemak are just
a few things Malaysians are proud to call
ours. Here are ten othe...

At 80, Embong Osman is the last living miner residing in the tranquil former mining town of Bukit Besi. Originally
from Kijal, Embong was among the many who migrated to Bukit Besi, seeking fortunes in the booming iron ore
industry. Back then, miners like himself earned $3.80 a day, working for eight hours on shift. To be a Bukit Besi

miner back then was prestigious and the wages he earned was considered a large sum. Hot Topic

Our local debate scene has bloomed
gracefully over the years, gaining
international recognition in world
championships and tournaments....
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Wood And Stilts: The
Traditional Malay House

We look at the architectural elements
and changes of three different rumah
Melayu houses in Kampung Baru.
Thoug...
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The Japanese first came in 1916 to set up the Nippon Mining Company and started operations in 1929, with over
1,080 hectares of untapped riches at their feet. They also established a 29-kilometre railway leading to the Sura
port in Dungun where Japanese ships waited eagerly for the iron ore. This involved boring a hole through the now-
iconic Bukit Tebok that’s become a landmark for the sleepy seaside town.

George Town: Old Vs New

When it comes to heritage rejuvenation
and preservation, nobody does it better
than George Town, Penang. Already
known for breathing new life into ...
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Islamic World Comes Alive In
Ramadan Exhibition
The morning sky is speckled with

amber-tinged clouds, signalling the rise
of the sun. There is a serene grandeur in
it all, as if gazing at heaven its...
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Royal Pahang Billfish
International Challenge

11 September 2015 - 13 September 2015
Kuala Rompin, Pahang The Royal
Pahang Billfish International Challe...
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The Buzz On Skin Art

Using the human body as an imperfect
With its prosperous community, Bukit Besi thrived in the vears leading up to the Malayan independence and canvas has changed tattoos from being
decades after. During that time, the industry had long exchanged hands from the Japanese to the British, after the part of a subenlture to being a mainstay
former lost the Second World War in 1945. In fact, even after the Japanese lost the war, the mass industry saw a of popular culture....

heightened demand from the Japanese as part of its post-war recovery efforts.
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Malaysia's Independence Day
Celebration

31 August 2015 Dataran Merdeka Kuala
Lumpur On 31 August, come witness the
Merdeka Day Parade at Dataran ...
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Elizabeth Tan

Elizabeth Tan’s music career has grown
steadily since since she was discovered
on YouTube two years ago. The
songstress recently bagged the award...
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Independent Magazines In
Malaysia

Keep print alive and explore these three
Malaysian indie magazines. Let’s face it:
there’s still no...

But the mining town is not without mystery.

In the 1940s, rumours of gold whispered from both far and wide. It was said that the Japanese had stumbled upon
gold amidst iron. Ask any Bukit Besi villager about the rumours of gold now and they would chuckle, having heard
the question for decades. Many dismiss it as a myth. Some however, would claim that the gold was real, with chests
of it hidden either underneath secret tunnels or in supposed communist gravesites.

The mining town halted operations in 1971, at the height of the Communist insurgency. Since then, the refineries
were abandoned, the ruins still standing strong; a testament to hardy Japanese engineering. 5 million tonnes of ore
remain in the misty hills surrounding the settlement.

Terengganu’s economy has since shifted to petroleum. But the refineries left behind by decades of disuse and the
sleepy former port town of Dungun stands silently, wondering if it will ever return to its former glory.

By Aziff Azuddin
Photos by Aziff Azuddin
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NATURE
A Walk In Tanjung Tuan The Dark Cave Illuminated Coast Guards Breeding Birds
TUE, 07 AUG 2018 THU, 08 FEB 2018 MOHN, 15 JAN 2018 TUE, 19 DEC 2017
The historic Tanjung Tuan - also With a history dating back 100 million In Johor's Gelang Patah, young adults Mot just a tourist attraction to gawk at
known by its Portuguese name Cape years, there is more to the Dark Cave are spearheading community beautiful birds, KL Bird Park is also a
Rachado - is a gazetted forest reserve than just spiders and rocks. We speak development and environmental sanctuary for breeding different
popular amongst... to the passionate ... education through Kelab Alami. ... species of birds, b...

There's so much more Lo Malaysia than meets the eye. Join us in explaring the

——— Welcome Lo Malaysia.
[ \-vj
umﬁrslj warmlh of its people, the beauly of its nature, the wealth of its cultures and

the abundance of joy in everything you discover




